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CURRENT EMPLOYMENT 
 
Sept 2018 – Oct 2022 Junior Research Fellow, Homerton College, University of Cambridge 

Over the four years of my research contract, I am exploring lived experiences of inequality in the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea. The project, entitled 'Unequal Lives', utilizes ethnographic and qualitative methods to 
examine how people negotiate the politics of place and difference in increasingly unequal times and spaces 
 

PREVIOUS EMPLOYMENT 
 

Sept 2017 – July 2018 Lecturer in Human Geography, School of Geography, Queen Mary University of London 
(0.6 FTE Sept-Dec 2017; 1.0 FTE Jan-July 2018) 
I taught on the following first year courses: ‘Cities and regions in transition’ (lecturer and module convener); 
‘Geography in the world’ (lecturer); ‘Ideas and practice in geography and environmental science’ (lecturer, tutor and 
co-designer); ‘Reinventing Britain’ (lecturer and fieldwork leader); ‘Research methods for geographers and 
environmental scientists’ (lecturer and module convener, with over 180 students taking the course) 
As well as the following second year courses: ‘Contemporary London: life in the global metropolis’ (lecturer); 
‘Geographical research in practice’ (tutor) 
Other duties included acting as an academic adviser for over 30 students across all three year-groups, sitting on and 
contributing to various committees including examination board and teaching and learning committee, and taking 
an administrative lead on implementing the QMUL model at School-wide level 

Sept 2016 – Jun 2018 Bye-Fellow for Study Skills, Girton College, University of Cambridge 
I was responsible for study skills provision across the college for all students and subjects, both undergraduates and 
postgraduates. This included the design and implementation of the study skills syllabus at college level, as well as 
the creation and management of the college’s study skills Moodle website 
I delivered lectures and seminars on the following topics: “Time management”; “Reading and writing skills”; “Essay 
writing”; “Revision techniques”; and “Essay writing under exam conditions” 
I also saw students for one-to-one bespoke supervisions on any element of study skills 

Sept 2017 – Jan 2018 Postdoctoral Researcher, Department of Geography, University of Cambridge (0.4 FTE) 
Researcher on the Economic and Social Research Council funded project 'Operationalizing the Leave No One Behind 
Agenda'—principal investigator: Professor Sarah Radcliffe 

Sept 2016 – Aug 2017 Supervisor of Studies/Special Supervisor in Geography, Fitzwilliam/Robinson Colleges, University of Cambridge 
Duties included contributing to the organisation and undertaking of undergraduate teaching at college level, small 
and medium group teaching, pastoral roles, setting and marking exams and access and admissions duties, including 
interviewing 

 

EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 
 
2013-2017  Fitzwilliam College, Department of Geography, University of Cambridge 
   PhD in Geography; fully funded ESRC 1+3 years scholarship (grant number: 1226049) 

Thesis Title: “The Production of Poverty: Politics, Place and Social Abandonment in Blaenau Gwent, Wales" (thesis 
successfully defended in April 2017) 
 

My PhD research explored the structural processes, geographical inequalities and everyday experiences that mark 
contemporary poverty in the UK. It constructed a 'people's geography of poverty' through immersive ethnographic fieldwork in 
order to align our critical understandings of poverty with how those navigating its effects see, shape and make place 
 
During my studies, I also undertook over 500 hours of teaching across all parts of the tripos and at 13 different colleges: 
I lectured on the following courses: ‘Geographical skills and methods’ (for first year students)—on “Ethnographic methods”; 
and ‘Political Appetites’ (for third year students)—on “Food Banks and the 'New' Discipline of Hunger”; and “The Politics of 
Obesity and Responsible Eating” 
I supervised on the following courses: all sub-topics of ‘Human geography: People, place and the geographies of difference’ (for 
first year students); ‘Austerity and affluence’, ‘Cities, citizenship and civil society’ and ‘Core ideas: Living in the Anthropocene’ 
(for second year students); and supervised numerous finalists on their dissertation projects 

 
2012-2013  Fitzwilliam College, Department of Geography, University of Cambridge          with Merit — 71% average 
   MPhil in Geographical Research; fully funded ESRC 1+3 years scholarship 

Dissertation Title: “Re-reading the English Riots of 2011: The Spatial Politics of Social Abandonment” 
 
Methods courses covered: Understanding and Reading Statistics; Foundations in Applied Statistics; Bivariate Statistics; Linear 
Regression; Designing Surveys; Research Ethics; Foundations of Qualitative Methods; Comparative Historical Methods; Doing 
Qualitative Interviews; Conversation and Discourse Analysis; Selected Anthropological Methods 
 

2009-2012   Fitzwilliam College, Department of Geography, University of Cambridge 
MA (Hons) Geography Tripos                                    

      2011 Geography II                  First Class (third in year) — 84.9% average 
Dissertation Title: “Cultural Landscapes of Chronic Illness: M.E.taphor, Confinement and Invisible Illness” 

   2010 Geography IB      First Class with Distinction (third in year) — 85.2% average  
  2009 Geography IA      First Class with Distinction (third in year) — 85.4% average 
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PUBLICATIONS 
 
(In preparation) Shameful Subsistence? Food Banks, Austere Subjects and the Spaces of Affective Governmentality 
 Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers (to be submitted December 2018) 

At a time of austerity, the production of emotions has become all the more central to the making of the neoliberal subject. 
Drawing on immersive ethnographic fieldwork in a set of food banks, this paper explores the competing affective spaces 
through which the neoliberal subject is struggled over and re-made through the distribution of 'free' food 

 
(In preparation) Food Banks, Biopower and the Commonweal of Austerity 
 Antipode (to be submitted October 2018) 

This paper theorises food banks as institutions tasked with the regulation of hungry people and places at a time of austerity. On 
the one hand food banks operationalize biopolitical and disciplinary techniques for governing errant bodies; on the other, they 
are governed by a set of emergent moral economies and moments of being in common 

 
Mar 2018 People's Geography 
 The International Encyclopaedia of Human Geography, Second Edition (forthcoming) 

Invited contribution defining and theorising the notion of a people's geography for the second edition of the encyclopaedia 
 
Oct 2018 Food Banks, Actually Existing Austerity and the Localisation of Responsibility 
 Geoforum (in press, early access) DOI: dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2018.09.025 
 A full-length article exploring the changing relationship between social reproduction, inequality and food banking at a time of 

austerity. The paper draws on original ethnographic material in conceptualising the emergent geography of responsibility 
pushing work, labour and obligations onto already marginalised people and places 

 
June 2017 Re-placing Poverty 

The King's Review; Volume: 'Extremes' pgs. 78-88 
To understand what poverty is, we must first contemplate where it takes root. In attempting to do so, this peer-reviewed 
article offers three in-depth ethnographic insights that go beyond simply mapping poverty, and instead bear witness to the acts 
of negotiation, organisation and survival that mark everyday life in deprived areas 
 

Sept 2014 Underclass Ontologies 
 Political Geography Volume 42, pgs. 117-120 DOI: 10.1016/j.polgeo.2014.07.008  

A long review commentary examining the recent Channel 4 television series “Benefits Street” and its impact upon viewings of 
poverty alongside several other key texts in the field. Peer-reviewed and cited 

 

RECENT CONFERENCE AND SEMINAR PAPERS 
 
"Food banks and the spaces of affective governmentality" Research Seminar Series School of Geography, QMUL, December 2017 
"Against a 'poverty of aspiration': Neoliberal governmentality, surplus labour and the organised abandonment of place" Human Geography 
Seminar Series Department of Geography, UCL (invited seminar), November 2017 
"Deprived Life? Re-placing poverty" RGS-IBG Annual Conference 2017 London, August 2017 
"Fieldwork and a people's geography" RGS Political Geography Research Group Workshop Department of Geography, Royal Holloway 
University, June 2017 
"Populism, protest or the persistence of poverty? On placing Brexit" The Chorley Society Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, March 2017 
"Inequality, Brexit, geography" Inequality, Brexit and More Murray Edwards College, Cambridge, January 2017 
"Shameful subsistence: Encounters with austerity at the food bank" RGS-IBG Annual Conference 2016 London, August 2016 
"The struggle for care in austere times: The mental health 'drop-in' as a gateway to therapeutic landscapes" RGS-ENRGHI 2016 University of 
Glasgow, June 2016 
"Shameful subsistence: Encountering austerity at the food bank" Austerity: Local and Global Manchester Metropolitan University, April 2016 
"Skivers and strivers, shirkers and workers: Anti-welfare commonsense, territorial stigmatisation and the deserving and undeserving poor" 
Graduate Research Forum Department of Geography, Cambridge, April 2016 
“Realising a right to food? UK food banks and austerity biopolitics” Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting San Francisco, April 
2016 

 

AWARDS, QUALIFICATIONS AND OTHER ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES 
 
Academic  Fitzwilliam College Graduate Award for Excellence in Teaching 2016 (sole recipient) 

Best oral presentation prize at RGS-ENRGHI 2016 conference 
Fitzwilliam College Senior Graduate Scholar 2014-5, 2015-6 (sole recipient) 
Philip Lake scholarship award for research 2014, 2016 
College senior scholarship 2013, 2014, 2015 
Fitzwilliam College Scholar of the Year 2012 (sole recipient) 
College Scholar 2010, 2011, 2012 

   Excelet Scholar (for second year results and contribution to college life) 2011 
Barbara Humphrey Prize and Irene Walker Scholarship (for first year results) 2010 

Non-Academic  Blaenau Gwent GAVO Communities First Volunteer of the Year 2015 (runner-up) 
ECB-CA Level 2 Cricket Coach (community coach in Birmingham, Cambridge, Ebbw Vale) 

Qualifications  Associate-fellow of the HEA (Higher Education Academy) 
 First Aid in the Work-place (React First—valid til 2021) 
External Activities Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society (RGS) 

RGS Political Geography Research Group (PolGRG) Postgraduate Representative 2015-6 
   RGS Geographies of Health and Wellbeing Research Group (GHWRG) Ordinary Member 2016 onwards 
   Cambridge ESRC-DTC Student Representative 2014-6 
   Cambridge ESRC-DTC 2016 Student Conference Committee Member 


